CLAIMS: 

1 . An imaging system comprising: 

a panoramic visual images display device; and 
an associated directional sound playback device. 

2 . The imaging system of Claim 1 , wherein the display device displays a 
selected portion of the panoramic visual images. 

3. The imaging system of Claim 2, wherein the selected portion of the 
panoramic visual images comprises a field of view of from about 1° to about 60°. 

4. The imaging system of Claim 2, wherein the directional sound playback 
device provides sound associated with the selected portion of the panoramic yisual images. 

Q 5. An imaging system comprising: 

j'l means for providing panoramic visual images; and 

S means for providing directional sound associated with the panoramic 

gi visual images. 

m 

pj 6. The imaging system of Claim 5, wherein the means for providing 

l^^ panoramic visual images comprises a display device which displays a selected portion of the 
Rl panoramic visual images. 

\j 7. The imaging system of Claim 6 wherein the selected portion of the 

'^^ panoramic visual images comprises a field of view of from about 1° to about 60°. 

8. The imaging system of Claim 6 wherein the means for providing 
directional sound comprises a playback device which provides sound associated with the 
selected portion of the panoramic visual images. 

9. A method of providing images comprising: 
providing panoramic visual images; and 

providing directional sound associated with the panoramic visual images. 

10. An image recording system comprising: 

a panoramic visual images recording device; and 
an associated directional sound capturing device. 



11. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device records a field of view of from about 60° to 360°. 

12. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device records a field of view of from about 90° to 360°. 

13. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device records a field of view of from about 180° to 360°. 

14. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device comprises a camera. 

15. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device comprises a video camera. 

16. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the panoramic visual 
C| images recording device comprises a panoramic mirror. 

^ 17. The image recording system of Claim 10, wherein the sound capturing 

J'l device comprises at least two microphones. 

0\ 18. The image recording system of Claim 17, wherein the microphones are 

f^ substantially omni-directional. 

1 19. The image recording system of Claim 17, wherein the microphones are 

Jl| substantially uni-directional. 

%| 20. An image recording system comprising: 

^: means for capturing panoramic visual images; and 

means for capturing directional sound associated with the panoramic 

visual images. 

21. The image recording system of Claim 20, wherein the panoramic visual 
images comprise a field of view of from about 60° to 360°. 

22. The image recording system of Claim 20, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device records a field of view of from about 60° to 90°. 

23. The image recording system of Claim 20, wherein the panoramic visual 
images recording device records a field of view of from about 60° to 180°. 

24. The image recording system of Claim 20, wherein the means for 
capturing directional sound comprises at least two microphones. 



• # 

25. A method of recording images comprising: 
capturing panoramic visual images; and 

capturing directional sound associated with the panoramic visual images. 

26. An image recording and playback system comprising: 
a panoramic visual images recording device; 

an associated directional sound capturing device; 
a panoramic visual images display device; and 
an associated directional sound playback device. 

27. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
display device displays a selected portion of the panoramic visual images. 

28. The image recording and playback system of Claim 27, wherein the 
selected portion of the panoramic visual images comprises a field of view of from about 1 ° to 
about 60°. 

29. The image recording and playback system of Claim 27, wherein the 
directional sound playback device provides sound associated with the selected portion of the 
panoramic visual images. 

30. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
panoramic visual images recording device records a field of view of from about 60° to 360°. 

31. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
panoramic visual images recording device records a field of view of from about 90° to 360°. 

32. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
panoramic visual images recording device records a field of view of from about 180° to 360°. 

33. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
panoramic visual images recording device comprises a camera. 

34. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
panoramic visual images recording device comprises a video camera. 

35. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
panoramic visual images recording device comprises a panoramic mirror. 

36. The image recording and playback system of Claim 26, wherein the 
sound capturing device comprises at least two microphones. 



37. The image recording and playback system of Claim 36, wherein the 
microphones are substantially omni-directional. 

38. The image recording and playback system of Claim 36, wherein the 
microphones are substantially uni-directional. 

39. An image recording and playback system comprising: 
means for capturing panoramic visual images; 

means for capturing directional sound associated with the panoramic 

visual images; 

means for displaying a portion of the panoramic visual images; and 
means for providing directional sound associated with the portion of the 
panoramic visual images. 

40. A method of recording and providing images comprising: 
capturing panoramic visual images; 

capturing directional sound associated with the panoramic visual images; 

displaying a portion of the panoramic visual images; and 

providing directional sound associated with the portion of the panoramic 

visual images. 



